HAITI INFORMATION
Haiti Facts and Culture

· Family: Haitian society is matriarchal, especially where child-rearing and family life is concerned. Haitian families consist of parents and children. In... More 

· Fashion: Casual warm weather clothing is traditional in Haiti. Western Style clothing is worn in Urban areas. Tee-Shirts and shorts or... More 

· Visiting: Haitians express their love of music and dance in “bamboches”. Bamboches are social gatherings where the dancing is pou' plaisi'... More 

Haiti Facts

Haiti stats

	Capital 
	Port-au-Prince 

	Government Type 
	republic 

	Currency 
	HTG 

	Population 
	9,893,934 

	Total Area 
	10,714 Square Miles
27,750 Square Kilometers 

	Location 
	Caribbean, just east of Cuba, western one-third of the island of Hispaniola, between the Caribbean Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean, west of the Dominican Republic 

	Language 
	French (official), Creole (official)


Haiti Geography

Terrain and geography

Eighteenth-century Haiti, famed for its wealth and productivity, was known to the colonial world as the Pearl of the Antilles. Located in the Caribbean Sea on the western third of the island of Hispaniola, Haiti is a 10,700-square-mile area of primarily mountainous terrain, some of which rise above 8,000 feet, and 850 miles of spectacular coastline. Haiti shares the island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic, which occupies the eastern two-thirds. 

Geography - note

shares island of Hispaniola with Dominican Republic (western one-third is Haiti, eastern two-thirds is the Dominican Republic) 

Haiti Geography 

	Geographic Location 
	The Caribbean 

	Total Area 
	10,714 Square Miles
27,750 Square Kilometers 

	Land Area 
	10,641 Square Miles
27,560 Square Kilometers 

	Water Area 
	73 Square Miles
190 Square Kilometers 

	Land Boundaries 
	224 Miles
360 Kilometers 

	Irrigated Land 
	375 Square Miles
970 Square Kilometers 

	Border Countries 
	Dominican Republic 360 km 

	Coastline 
	1,100 Miles
1,771 Kilometers 

	Geographic Coordinates 
	19 00 N, 72 25 W 

	Terrain 
	mostly rough and mountainous 

	Highest Point 
	2,680 Meters 

	Highest Point Location 
	Chaine de la Selle 2,680 m 

	Lowest Point Location 
	Caribbean Sea 0 m 

	Natural Resources 
	bauxite, copper, calcium carbonate, gold, marble, hydropower 

	Daylight saving time 
	+1hr, begins second Sunday in March; ends first Sunday in November


Haiti Weather and Climate

Climate and Weather

Haiti's tropical climate produces seasonal rainfall, although large areas of the country are semiarid. Temperatures year round range from 70°F to 90°F with humidity sometimes high along the coast. Average annual rainfall varies from nearly zero in some areas to 53 inches in Port-au-Prince. The two rainy seasons that Port-au-Prince experiences are from April to June and from August to mid-November. Rain and accompanying thunder/lightning storms usually occur at dusk and at night, but the days remain clear and sunny. There is a crisp dry season from December to April. Surrounding mountains generally protect Port-au-Prince from Caribbean hurricanes. 
Haiti Use of Natural Resources
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Haiti Environmental Issues

	Climate 
	Haiti's tropical climate produces seasonal rainfall, although large areas of the country are semiarid. Temperatures year round range from 70°F to 90°F with humidity sometimes high along the coast. Average annual rainfall varies from nearly zero in some areas to 53 inches in Port-au-Prince. The two rainy seasons that Port-au-Prince experiences are from April to June and from August to mid-November. Rain and accompanying thunder/lightning storms usually occur at dusk and at night, but the days remain clear and sunny. There is a crisp dry season from December to April. Surrounding mountains generally protect Port-au-Prince from Caribbean hurricanes. 

	Terrain 
	mostly rough and mountainous 

	Natural Resources 
	bauxite, copper, calcium carbonate, gold, marble, hydropower 

	Natural Hazards 
	lies in the middle of the hurricane belt and subject to severe storms from June to October; occasional flooding and earthquakes; periodic droughts 

	Irrigated Land 
	375 Square Miles
970 Square Kilometers 

	Environmental Issues 
	extensive deforestation (much of the remaining forested land is being cleared for agriculture and used as fuel); soil erosion; inadequate supplies of potable water 

	Environment - International Agreements 
	party to: Biodiversity, Climate Change, Climate Change-Kyoto Protocol, Desertification, Law of the Sea, Marine Dumping, Marine Life Conservation, Ozone Layer Protection 

signed, but not ratified: Hazardous Wastes


Haiti Population Details

	Population 
	9,893,934 

	Population Growth Rate 
	0.99% 

	Urban Population 
	53.4% 

	Nationality Noun 
	Haitian(s) 

	Nationality Adjective 
	Haitian 

	Ethnic Groups 
	black 95%, mulatto and white 5% 

	Languages 
	French (official), Creole (official) 

	Population - note 
	note: estimates for this country explicitly take into account the effects of excess mortality due to AIDS; this can result in lower life expectancy, higher infant mortality, higher death rates, lower population growth rates, and changes in the distribution of population by age and sex than would otherwise be expected 

	Rate of Urbanization- annual rate of change 
	3.68% 


Haiti Life Expectancy

	Life Expectancy At Birth 
	62 Years 

	Life Expectancy At Birth- Female 
	64 Years 

	Life Expectancy At Birth- Male 
	61 Years 

	Median Age (female) 
	22 Years 

	Median Age (male) 
	21 Years 

	Median Age 
	21 Years


Haiti Literacy

	Predominant Language 
	French (official), Creole (official) 

	Literacy Definition 
	age 15 and over can read and write 

	Literacy Female 
	51.2% 

	Literacy Male 
	54.8% 

	Literacy Total 
	52.9%


Haiti Government

	Capital Name 
	Port-au-Prince 

	Country Name 
	Haiti 

	Local - Long 
	Republique d'Haiti 

	Full Country Name 
	Republic of Haiti 

	Local - Short 
	Haiti 

	Government Type 
	republic 

	Capital - geographic coordinate 
	18 32 N, 72 20 W 

	Daylight Savings Time 
	+1hr, begins second Sunday in March; ends first Sunday in November 

	National Holiday 
	Independence Day, 1 January (1804) 

	Constitution 
	approved March 1987; this is Haiti's 23rd constitution 

	Legal System 
	civil law system strongly influenced by Napoleonic Code 

	Suffrage 
	18 years of age; universal


Haiti Government and Politics

	Government Executive Branch 
	chief of state: President Michel MARTELLY (since 14 May 2011) 

head of government: Prime Minister Laurent LAMOTHE (since 16 May 2012) 

cabinet: Cabinet chosen by the prime minister in consultation with the president 

elections: president elected by popular vote for a five-year term (may not serve consecutive terms); election last held on 28 November 2010; runoff on 20 March 2011 (next to be held in 2015); prime minister appointed by the president, ratified by the National Assembly 

election results: Michel MARTELLY elected president in runoff with 67.6% of the vote against Mirlande MANIGAT with 31.7% 

	Legislative Branch 
	bicameral National Assembly or Assemblee Nationale consists of the Senate (30 seats; members elected by popular vote to serve six-year terms; one-third elected every two years) and the Chamber of Deputies (99 seats; members elected by popular vote to serve four-year terms); note - in reestablishing the Senate in 2006, the candidate in each department receiving the most votes in the 2006 election serves six years, the candidate with the second most votes serves four years, and the candidate with the third most votes serves two years

elections: Senate - last held on 28 November 2010 with run-off elections on 20 March 2011 (next regular election, for one third of seats, to be held in 2012); Chamber of Deputies - last held on 28 November 2010 with run-off elections on 20 March 2011 (next regular election to be held in 2014)

election results: 2006 Senate - percent of vote by party - NA; seats by party - L'ESPWA 11, FUSION 5, OPL 4, FL 3, LAAA 2, UNCRH 2, PONT 2, ALYANS 1; 2006 Chamber of Deputies - percent of vote by party - NA; seats by party - L'ESPWA 23, FUSION 17, FRN 12, OPL 10, ALYANS 10, LAAA 5, MPH 3, MOCHRENA 3, other 10; 2010 Senate - percent of vote by party - NA; seats by party - Inite 6, ALTENNATIV 4, LAVNI 1; 2010 Chamber of Deputies- percent of vote by party - NA; seats by party - Inite 32, Altenativ 11, Ansanm Nou Fo 10, AAA 8, LAVNI 7, RASANBLE 4, KONBIT 3, MOCHRENA 3, Platforme Liberation 3, PONT 3, Repons Peyizan 3, MAS 2, MODELH-PRDH 1, PLAPH 1, RESPE 1, Veye Yo 1, independents 2, vacant 4 

	Judicial Branch 
	Supreme Court or Cour de Cassation 

	Regions or States 
	10 departments (departements, singular - departement); Artibonite, Centre, Grand'Anse, Nippes, Nord, Nord-Est, Nord-Ouest, Ouest, Sud, Sud-Est 

	Political Parties and Leaders 
	Assembly of Progressive National Democrats or RDNP [Mirlande MANIGAT]; Christian and Citizen For Haiti's Reconstruction or ACCRHA [Chavannes JEUNE]; Convention for Democratic Unity or KID [Evans PAUL]; Cooperative Action to Rebuild Haiti or KONBA [Jean William JEANTY]; December 16 Platform or Platfom 16 Desanm [Dr. Gerard BLOT]; Democratic Alliance or ALYANS [Evans PAUL] (coalition composed of KID and PPRH); Effort and Solidarity to Create an Alternative for the People or ESKAMP [Joseph JASME]; Fanmi Lavalas or FL [Jean-Bertrand ARISTIDE]; For Us All or PONT [Jean-Marie CHERESTAL]; Grouping of Citizens for Hope or RESPE [Charles-Henri BAKER]; Haiti in Action or AAA [Youri LATORTUE]; Haitian Youth Democratic Movement or MODEJHA [Jean Hector ANACACIS]; Haitians for Haiti [Yvon NEPTUNE]; Independent Movement for National Reconstruction or MIRN [Luc FLEURINORD]; Lavni Organization or LAVNI [Yves CRISTALIN]; Liberal Party of Haiti or PLH [Jean Andre VICTOR]; Love Haiti or Renmen Ayiti [Jean-Henry CEANT and Camille LEBLANC]; Merging of Haitian Social Democratics or FUSION [Edmonde Supplice BEAUZILE] (coalition of Ayiti Capable, Haitian National Revolutionary Party, and National Congress of Democratic Movements); Mobilization for National Development or MDN [Hubert de RONCERAY]; Mobilization for Progress in Haiti or MPH [Samir MOURRA]; National Coalition of Nonaligned Political Parties or CONACED [Osner FEVRY]; National Front for the Reconstruction of Haiti or FRN [Guy PHILIPPE]; New Christian Movement for a New Haiti or MOCHRENA [Luc MESADIEU]; Open the Gate Party or PLB [Anes LUBIN]; Peasant's Response or Repons Peyizan [Michel MARTELLY]; Platform Alternative for Progress and Democracy or ALTENATIV [Victor BENOIT and Evans PAUL]; Platform of Haitian Patriots or PLAPH [Dejean BELISAIRE and Himler REBU]; Popular Party for the Renewal of Haiti or PPRH [Claude ROMAIN]; Strength in Unity or Ansanm Nou Fo [Leslie VOLTAIRE]; Struggling People's Organization or OPL [Sauveur PIERRE-ETIENNE]; Union [Chavannes JEUNE]; Union of Haitian Citizens for Democracy, Development, and Education or UCADDE [Jeantel JOSEPH]; Union of Nationalist and Progressive Haitians or UNPH [Edouard FRANCISQUE]; Unity or Inite [Levaillant LOUIS-JEUNE] (coalition that includes Front for Hope or L'ESPWA); Vigilance or Veye Yo [Lavarice GAUDIN]; Youth for People's Power or JPP [Rene CIVIL] 

	International Law Organization Participation 
	accepts compulsory ICJ jurisdiction; non-party state to the ICCt 

	International Organization Participation 
	ACP, AOSIS, Caricom, CDB, CELAC, FAO, G-77, IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICRM, IDA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, ILO, IMF, IMO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, ITSO, ITU, ITUC, LAES, MIGA, NAM, OAS, OIF, OPANAL, OPCW, PCA, Petrocaribe, UN, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNIDO, Union Latina, UNWTO, UPU, WCO, WFTU, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO 

	Politicial Pressure Groups and Leaders 
	Autonomous Organizations of Haitian Workers or CATH [Fignole ST-CYR]; Confederation of Haitian Workers or CTH; Economic Forum of the Private Sector or EF [Reginald BOULOS]; Federation of Workers Trade Unions or FOS; General Organization of Independent Haitian Workers [Patrick NUMAS]; Grand-Anse Resistance Committee, or KOREGA; The Haitian Association of Industries or ADIH [Georges SASSINE]; National Popular Assembly or APN; Papaye Peasants Movement or MPP [Chavannes JEAN-BAPTISTE]; Popular Organizations Gathering Power or PROP; Protestant Federation of Haiti; Roman Catholic Church 

	Diplomatic Representation in the US 
	chief of mission: Ambassador Paul Getty ALTIDOR

chancery: 2311 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008

telephone: [1] (202) 332-4090

FAX: [1] (202) 745-7215

consulate(s) general: Boston, Chicago, Miami, New York, San Juan (Puerto Rico)

consulate(s): Orlando (Florida) 

	Diplomatic Representation from US 
	chief of mission: Ambassador Kenneth H. MERTEN

embassy: Tabarre 41, Route de Tabarre, Port-au-Prince

mailing address: use mailing address

telephone: [509] 229-8000


Haiti Economy Data

	GDP - Gross Domestic Product 
	$13,420,000,000 (USD) 

	GDP - official exchange rate 
	$8,287,000,000 (USD) 

	GDP - real growth rate 
	3.4% 

	GDP Per Capita 
	$1,300.00 (USD) 

	GDP by Sector- agriculture 
	24.1% 

	GDP by Sector- Industry 
	19.9% 

	GDP by Sector- services 
	56% 

	Population Below Poverty Line 
	80% 

	Inflation Rate 
	4.7% 

	Labor Force 
	4,810,000 

	Labor Force By Occupation- agriculture 
	38.1% 

	Labor Force By Occupation- industry 
	11.5% 

	Labor Force By Occupation- services 
	50.4% 

	Unemployment Rate 
	40.6% 

	Unemployment - note 
	widespread unemployment and underemployment; more than two-thirds of the labor force do not have formal jobs 

	Fiscal Year 
	1 October - 30 September 

	Annual Budget 
	$900,000,000 (USD) 

	Major Industries 
	sugar refining, flour milling, textiles, cement, light assembly industries based on imported parts 

	Industrial Growth Rate 
	-4.8% 

	Agriculture Products 
	coffee, mangoes, sugarcane, rice, corn, sorghum, wood 

	Currency Code 
	gourde (HTG) 


Haiti Flag

The colors represent the union of blacks and mulattoes. 

Haiti Flag Description

two equal horizontal bands of blue (top) and red with a centered white rectangle bearing the coat of arms, which contains a palm tree flanked by flags and two cannons above a scroll bearing the motto L'UNION FAIT LA FORCE (Union Makes Strength) 

History of Haiti

Since the signing of the Treaty of Ryswick between the kingdoms of Spain and France in 1697, the island of Hispaniola (La Isla Española) has played host to two separate and distinct societies that we now know as the nations of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. At first encounter, and without the benefit of historical background and context, most students or observers find it incongruous that two such disparate nations--one speaking French and Creole, the other Spanish--should coexist within such limited confines. When viewed in light of the bitter struggle among European colonial powers for wealth and influence both on the continent and in the New World, however, the phenomenon becomes less puzzling. By the late seventeenth century, Spain was a declining power. Although that country would maintain its vast holdings in mainland North America and South America, Spain found itself hard pressed by British, Dutch, and French forces in the Caribbean. The Treaty of Ryswick was but one result of this competition, as the British eventually took Jamaica and established a foothold in Central America. The French eventually proved the value of Caribbean colonization, in an economic as well as a maritime and strategic sense, by developing modern-day Haiti, then known as Saint-Domingue, into the most productive colony in the Western Hemisphere, if not the world. 

Although the other European powers envied the French their island jewel, Saint-Domingue eventually was lost not to a colonial rival, but to an idea. That idea, inspired by the American Revolution and the French Revolution, was freedom; its power was such as to convince a bitterly oppressed population of African slaves that anything--reprisal, repression, even death-- was preferable to its denial. This positive impulse, liberally leavened with hatred for the white men, who had seized them, shipped them like cargo across the ocean, tortured and abused them, and forced women into concubinage and men into arduous labor, impelled the black population of Saint-Domingue to an achievement still unmatched in history: the overthrow of a slaveholding colonial power and the establishment of a revolutionary black republic. 

The saga of the Haitian Revolution is so dramatic that it is surprising that it has never served as the scenario for a Hollywood production. Its images are varied and intense: the voodoo ceremony and pact sealed in the Bois Cayman (Alligator Woods) in anticipation of the slave revolt of 1791; the blazing, bloody revolt itself; foreign intervention by British and Spanish forces; the charismatic figure of François-Dominique Toussaint Louverture, his rise and fateful decision to switch his allegiance from Spain to France, his surprisingly effective command of troops in the field, the relative restraint with which he treated white survivors and prisoners, the competence of his brief stint as ruler; the French expedition of 1802, of which Toussaint exclaimed, "All France has come to invade us"; Toussaint’s betrayal and seizure by the French; and the ensuing revolution led by Jean-Jacque Dessalines, Henri (Henry) Christophe, and Alexandre Pétion. 

Given the distinctive and auspicious origins of the Haitian republic, there is some irony in that the Dominicans commemorate as their independence day the date of their overthrow of Haitian rule. The Dominican revolt, however, came as a response to annexation by a Haitian state that had passed from the promise of orderly administration under Toussaint to the hard-handed despotism of Dessalines and had then experienced division, both racial and political, between the forces of Christophe and Pétion. By the time of its conquest of Santo Domingo (later to become the Dominican Republic), Haiti had come under the comparatively stable, but uninspired, stewardship of Jean-Pierre Boyer. Although viewed, both at the time and today, by most Dominicans as a crude and oppressive state dominated by the military, the Haiti that occupied both eastern and western Hispaniola from 1822 to 1844 can itself be seen as a victim of international political and economic isolation. Because they either resented the existence of a black republic or feared a similar uprising in their own slave-owning regions, the European colonial powers and the United States shunned relations with Haiti; in the process, they contributed to the establishment of an impoverished society, ruled by the military, guided by the gun rather than the ballot, and controlled by a small, mostly mulatto, ruling group that lived well, while their countrymen either struggled to eke out a subsistence-level existence on small plots of land or flocked to the banners of regional strongmen in the seemingly never-ending contest for power. To be sure, the French colonial experience had left the Haitians completely unprepared for orderly democratic self-government, but the isolation of the post-independence period assured the exclusion of liberalizing influences that might have guided Haiti along a somewhat different path of political and economic development. By the same token, however, it may be that Western governments of the time, and even those of the early twentieth century, were incapable of dealing with a black republic on an equal basis. The United States occupation of Haiti (1915-34) certainly brought little of lasting value to the country’s political culture or institutions, in part because the Americans saw the Haitians as uncivilized lackeys and treated them as such. 

Both nations of Hispaniola share--along with much of the developing world--the strong tendency toward political organization built upon the personalistic followings of strongmen, or caudillos, rather than on more legalistic bases, such as constitutionalism. This similarity in political culture helps to explain the chronologically staggered parallels between the brutal regimes of Rafael Leónidas Trujillo Molina (1930-61) in the Dominican Republic and that of the Duvaliers--François Duvalier (1957-71) and his son, Jean-Claude Duvalier (1971-86)-- in Haiti. Both regimes lasted for approximately thirty years; both were headed by nonideological despots; both regimes sustained themselves in power by employing terror and ruthlessly suppressing dissent; both drew the ire of an international community that ultimately proved incapable of directly forcing them from power; and both left their countries mired in political chaos and internal conflict upon their demise. One may only hope that the unstable situation in Haiti after the fall of the Duvalier regime will resolve itself without further analogy to Dominican history--that is, without a civil war. As of late 1990, however, the outcome of the situation remained extremely unpredictable. 

Lieutenant General Prosper Avril took power in Haiti in September 1988, ousting the highly unpopular military regime led by Lieutenant General Henri Namphy. Avril, a product of the Haitian military tradition and the Duvalierist system, initially gave assurances that he would serve only as a transitional figure on the road to representative democracy. Whatever his personal feelings or motivations, however, Avril by his actions proved himself to be simply another corrupt Haitian military strongman. Having scheduled elections for 1990, he arrested and expelled leading political figures and declared a state of siege in January of that year. These actions triggered demonstrations, protests, and rioting among a population weary of exploitation and insincere promises of reform. Despite his public rhetoric, Avril presided over a military institution that perpetuated the Duvalierist traditions of extortion, graft, and price-gouging through state-owned enterprises. At the same time, the military made no substantive effort to address the problem of political violence. By early 1990, Haitians had had enough of promises; many decided to take action on their own, much as they had during the uprising of 1985 that swept Jean-Claude Duvalier from power. 

Violent demonstrations began in earnest in early March 1990, ostensibly in response to the army’s fatal shooting of an eleven- year-old girl in Petit Goâve. Streets blazed across Haiti as demonstrators ignited tires and automobiles, chanted anti-Avril slogans, and fought with army troops. Avril soon recognized the untenable nature of his position; the United States ambassador reportedly influenced the general’s decision to step down in a private meeting held on March 12. Avril’s flight from Haiti on a United States Air Force transport added his name to a long list of failed Haitian strongmen, and it left the country under the guidance of yet another military officer, Major General (subsequently promoted to Lieutenant General) Hérard Abraham. 

Consultations among civilian political figures produced a provisional government headed by a judge of the Court of Cassation (supreme court), Ertha Pascal-Trouillot, a woman little-known outside legal circles. Judge Pascal Trouillot reportedly accepted the post of provisional president after three other supreme court judges declined; she was sworn in on March 13. Appointed along with her was a nineteen-member Council of State, made up of prominent civic and political leaders. Although the new government announced no clear definitions of the powers of the council vis-à-vis the provisional president, some reports indicated that the president could exercise independent authority in some areas. The most compelling reality, however, was that all powers of the provisional government had been granted by the Haitian Armed Forces (Forces Armées d’Haïti--FAd’H), which would provide the government’s only mandate--and perhaps its major political constituency--until valid popular elections could be held. 

The Conseil Electoral Permanent (Permanent Electoral Council- -CEP) scheduled local, legislative, and presidential elections for sometime between November 4 and November 29, 1990. The prospects for their successful implementation, however, appeared highly problematical at best. Seemingly unchecked political violence, which conjured up for many the horrible images of the bloody election day of November 1987, presented the major obstacle to free and fair balloting. Negotiations between the FAd’H and the CEP sought to establish security mechanisms that would prevent a recurrence of the 1987 tragedy. Popular confidence in these efforts, however, did not appear to be very great. 

In a larger sense, the utter absence of any democratic tradition, or framework, in Haiti stacked the odds heavily against a smooth governmental transition. Economist Mats Lundahl has referred to Haiti as a hysteretic state, "not simply one where the past has shaped the present, but also one where history constitutes one of the strongest obstacles to change." Several conditions prevailing in Haiti gave substance to this definition. Among the wide array of personalistic political parties, only three--Marc Bazin’s Movement for the Installation of Democracy in Haiti (Mouvement pour l’Instouration de la Démocratie en Haïti-- MIDH), Serge Gilles’s National Progressive Revolutionary Haitian Party (Parti Progressiste Révolutionnaire Haïtien--Ponpra), and Sylvio C. Claude’s Christian Democrat Party of Haiti (Parti National Chrétien d’Haiti--PDCH)--displayed any semblance of coherent programs or disciplined party apparatus. The odyssey of the Haitian military, from dominant power before the Duvaliers to subordinate status under the dynastic dictatorship, left uncertain the intentions of the FAd’H under Abraham’s leadership. The return of such infamous Duvalierist cronies as former interior minister Roger LaFontant and persistent rumors that Jean-Claude himself was contemplating a return to the nation he had bled dry for fifteen years provoked outrage among a population that wanted nothing so much as to rid itself of the remaining vestiges of that predatory regime. According to some observers, internal conditions had approached, by the late summer of 1990, a sort of critical mass, which, if not defused by way of fair and free elections, could explode into generalized and ultimately futile violence. 

In July one of the more responsible political leaders, Sylvio Claude, exhorted Haitians to block the return of undesirables by seizing the international airport outside Port-au-Prince. In a speech on Radio Nationale, he declared, "Instead of letting [the army] go kill you later, make them kill you now." Among the figures targeted by Claude for such action was former president Leslie F. Manigat, not previously considered a controversial figure by most observers. Perhaps in response to such rabble- rousing, the provisional government announced on August 1 that Manigat would be barred from returning to his native Haiti. 

In late July, the Council of State issued a communiqué, laying down four conditions that it deemed necessary for holding successful elections. First, effective legal action had to be initiated against those who had participated in the November 1987 attacks and other political murders; second, a general climate of public security needed to be established in order to encourage voters to go to the polls; third, the public administration should be purged of entrenched, corrupt bureaucrats; and fourth, some checks had to be established over the powers of the rural section chiefs (chefs de section), so that the rural population could vote in an atmosphere free of coercion and intimidation. It was not clear what action the Council would take if these conditions had not been met by November. 

In the Dominican Republic, events unfolded along a much more predictable path. Although Dominican politics were boisterous, and physical clashes--occasionally punctuated by gunfire--between the members of contending political parties were not unusual, the democratic system established after the 1965 civil war and the United States intervention continued to function with comparative efficiency (especially when compared with that of Haiti). The elections of May 16, 1990, however, demonstrated the manifold weaknesses of this system. The most glaring example of the lack of institutionalization in Dominican politics was that the major contenders for the presidency were the same two men who had opposed each other in the elections of 1966, namely, Juan Bosch Gaviño and incumbent Joaquín Balaguer Ricardo. Despite almost a quarter of a century of relatively free political organization and competition, the two modern-day caudillos, both octogenarians, still sallied into the arena flying their own personalistic banners rather than those of truly established parties. The one party that had displayed some level of institutionalization, the Dominican Revolutionary Party (Partido Revolucionario Dominicano--PRD), had split into antagonistic factions--each with its own caudillo--and never presented a serious challenge to the two elder statesmen. 

The elections themselves, like most during the post-civil war era, were lively, controversial, and bitterly contested. Despite debilitating national problems, such as a chronic shortage of electricity, rising inflation, and persistent poverty, President Balaguer retained enough support in a presidential race contested by sixteen political parties (some running in coalition) to eke out a narrow victory over Bosch. The final tally showed Balaguer with 678,268 votes against Bosch’s 653,423. Like most Dominican politicians before him, Bosch did not accept defeat with magnanimity; he lashed out at Balaguer and the Central Electoral Board, accusing both of fraud during balloting that impartial observers had judged to be fair and orderly. Bosch’s early public statements exhorted his followers to stage public protests against the alleged electoral fraud. Early fears of widespread street violence initiated by disgruntled Bosch supporters proved unfounded, however, and Balaguer’s reelection was confirmed by the Board on June 12, 1990. 

Although it traditionally bends a little around election time, the Dominican democratic system showed few signs of breaking completely. Economic developments, however, will exercise a decisive impact on the nation’s future stability. In that regard, Balaguer’s reelection could prove to be a storm warning for the republic. At eighty-one years of age, Balaguer reportedly retained his enthusiasm for hands-on administration of government policy. The major economic aspects of that policy, however, did not promise a significant degree of improvement in the short term. Balaguer, since his days as a protégé of Trujillo, has believed in the liberal application of funds to public works projects--the construction of schools, housing, public buildings--in order to boost employment and purchase political support. Such gratuitous expenditures, however, largely served to exacerbate the government’s fiscal problems, while masking to only a limited degree the consistently high levels of unemployment prevailing in the republic. Another tenet of Balaguer’s economic creed was a refusal to submit to an economic adjustment program dictated by the International Monetary Fund (haiti/ht_glos.asp#International">IMF--see Glossary). By ruling out an IMF-mandated program, Balaguer avoided further short-term austerity measures, such as devaluation and price increases on subsidized items; this enabled him to stand on a platform of economic nationalism and to proclaim his opposition to economic hardship imposed from abroad (that is, from the United States, which is strongly identified with the IMF throughout Latin America). In the long run, however, his obstinacy diminished Dominican standing with foreign creditors, and it limited any new infusions of capital needed to sustain the impressive growth of nontraditional exports achieved during the latter 1980s. This, in turn, would hinder the accumulation of foreign exchange needed to finance the imports required to sustain industrial development. Moreover, although an austerity program undoubtedly would pinch still further an already hard-pressed population, it might also help to balance the budget, to stabilize domestic prices, and to boost exports, all highly desirable potential results. 

If the Dominican situation demonstrated anything to Haitians, it was that democracy is not a panacea for domestic turmoil. As Winston Churchill observed, it is the worst political system "except for all the others." Since Trujillo’s death, Dominicans have struggled to adjust to an imperfect system, under less than ideal conditions; the final outcome of this process is still in doubt. For Haitians, the small step represented by valid elections could be their first lurch along a much longer road to peace and stability. 

August 21, 1990 

***

In the months following completion of research and writing of this book, significant political developments occurred in Haiti. On December 16, 1990, over 60 percent of registered voters turned out to elect political neophyte Jean-Bertrand Aristide president of Haiti. Aristide, a Roman Catholic priest and an advocate of haiti/ht_glos.asp#liberation">liberation theology (see Glossary), registered an overwhelming first-round victory against a number of opponents. His popular identification as an outspoken opponent of the regime of Jean- Claude Duvalier apparently moved some 67 percent of voters to select Aristide as their leader. More traditional politicians such as Marc Bazin, Louis Dejoie, and Silvio Claude trailed badly, reflecting their lack of appeal beyond the upper and middle classes. Aristide’s victory came as a result of what was arguably the first free and fair election in Haitian history. 

Right-wing backlash against the election of the radical leftist Aristide expressed itself in a coup attempt led by Duvalierist Roger Lafontant on January 6, 1991. Assisted by a small contingent of army personnel, Lafontant seized the National Palace, took prisoner Provisional President Pascal-Trouillot, and announced his control of the government over the state-run television station. Lafontant’s pronouncement turned out to be decidedly premature, however, as loyalist army forces stormed the palace twelve hours later on the orders of FAd’H commander Abraham. Lafontant and those of his fellow conspirators who survived the fighting were captured and incarcerated. The coup also ignited violent street demonstrations in which mobs lynched at least seven people they accused of Duvalierist ties or sympathies. Violence continued in the interim between the elections and the presidential inauguration on February 7, 1991. Particularly intense anti-Duvalierist demonstrations took place on the night of January 26, leaving more than a dozen dead. On the night of February 1, 1991, suspected Duvalierists set fire to an orphanage in Port-au-Prince administered by Aristide. 

Aristide’s inauguration on February 7, 1991, was a gala event, befitting its historic nature. As expected, the new president delivered a spellbinding inaugural address. In it, he renounced his US$10,000 a month salary as a "scandal in a country where people cannot eat." Although the address was short on specifics of policy, its tone was one of gratitude and support for the poverty-afflicted constituency that had provided such a striking electoral mandate. The address was also conciliatory with regard to the military. Aristide described a "wedding between the army and the people," and hinted that the army would henceforth function as a public security force in order to lessen the threat emanating from right-wing forces such as those directed by Lafontant. 

Beyond his rhetorical outreach to the rank and file, Aristide moved quickly to shore up his rule in the face of possible opposition from within the officer corps of the FAd’H.In his inaugural address, he called on General Abraham to retire six of the eight highest-ranking generals as well as the colonel who commanded the Presidential Guard. The appeal reflected Aristide’s surprisingly powerful position, based on his overwhelming electoral victory and his demonstrated popular support, which extended even to the ranks of the military. The fact that Abraham complied with the request confirmed the already rather obvious disarray of the FAd’H and the general unwillingness of the institution to reassume political power in Haiti. 

On February 9, Aristide proposed René Préval as Haiti’s prime minister. Préval, a Belgian-trained agronomist and close associate of the president, was subsequently approved by the National Assembly. Although Aristide won a smashing personal victory in his presidential race, no one party or movement achieved a majority in the assembly. This fact promised a certain degree of stalemate and inertia in the legislative process under the Aristide administration. Such a situation did not seem conducive to the development of programs to deal effectively with the country’s many severe problems. At the same time, however, an assembly based on coalition and compromise should serve to check any temptation by the new government toward heavy-handed or even authoritarian rule. In any case, the assembly was a new institution in a new government in what many hoped would be a new and democratic Haiti. 

March 14, 1991 
Richard A. Haggerty 

Haiti Meals and Food

Recipes from Haiti

· Bananes Pesées (Fried Plantains)

 HYPERLINK "http://www.countryreports.org/country/Haiti/recipe/bananes-pesees-fried-plantains.htm"  - Side Dish 

· Griots (Fried Pork with Shallots in a Hot Sauce)

 HYPERLINK "http://www.countryreports.org/country/Haiti/recipe/griots-fried-pork-with-shallots-in-a-hot-sauce.htm"  - Main Dish 

· Joumou (Yellow Squash Soup)

 HYPERLINK "http://www.countryreports.org/country/Haiti/recipe/joumou-yellow-squash-soup.htm"  - Main Dish 

· Riz Djon-djon (Rice with Black Haitian Mushrooms)

 HYPERLINK "http://www.countryreports.org/country/Haiti/recipe/riz-djon-djon-rice-with-black-haitian-mushrooms.htm"  - Side Dish 

· Riz et Pois Collés (Red Beans and Rice)

 HYPERLINK "http://www.countryreports.org/country/Haiti/recipe/riz-et-pois-colles-red-beans-and-rice.htm"  - Side Dish 

Haiti Recipes and Diet

Haiti food and meal customs

Diet

The main elements of the Haitian diet are corn, cassava, millet, rice and fruit. Tropical fruits such as pineapples, mangoes, oranges and grapefruit are plentiful.

A popular Haitian dish is called "grillot". This is made of fried marinated pork, served with a very spicy sauce called sauce â€œti maliceâ€�. "Sauce ti malice" is made from lemons, sour oranges, hot peppers, salt and spices. Another popular Haitian dish is called "lambi". Lambi is conch meat served grilled or boiled. 

A typical Haitian drink served during the holidays is called "crémasse". It is made of condensed milk, coconut milk and white rum. 

Haiti Languages

Languages

French (official), Creole (official) 

Language Translations:

Greetings in Creole

	Merry Christmas
	Bonn e Erez Ane 

	Goodbye
	Orevwa 

	Hello
	alo 

	Good morning
	Bonjou

	Good afternoon
(used after 11 AM)
	Bonswa

	How are you?
	Komon ou ye

	Yes
	Wi

	No
	Non

	Thanks
	Mesi 

	Please
	Souple

	Excuse me
	Eskize mwen


Days in Creole

	Sunday
	dimanch

	Monday
	lendi

	Tuesday 
	madi

	Wednesday
	mekredi

	Thursday
	jedi

	Friday
	vandredi 

	Saturday
	samdi


Greetings in French

	Do you speak English?
	Parlez-vous anglais?

	Do you speak French?
	Parlez-vous francais?

	Excuse me
	Excusez-moi

	Fine / Good
	Bien

	Good afternoon
	Bon aprés-midi

	Good evening
	Bonsoir

	Good morning
	Bonjour / Bon matin

	Good night
	Bonne nuit

	Goodbye
	Au revoir

	Happy Birthday
	Bon anniversaire

	Happy New Year!
	Bonne Annee!

	Hello
	Bonjour

	How are you?
	Comment allez-vous?

	I'm pleased to meet you
	Enchanté

	Merry Christmas
	Joyeux Noël

	Please
	S'il vous plait

	See you later
	A bientôt

	Thank you
	Merci

	You're Welcome
	Pas de quoi

	Yes / No
	Oui / Non


Days in French

	Sunday
	Dimanche

	Monday
	Lundi

	Tuesday
	Mardi

	Wednesday
	Mecredi

	Thursday
	Jeudi

	Friday
	Vendredi

	Saturday
	Samedi


Months in French

	January
	Janvier 

	February
	Février 

	March
	Mars 

	April
	Avril 

	May
	Mai 

	June
	Juin 

	July
	Juillet 

	August
	Aout 

	September
	Septembre 

	October
	Octobre 

	November
	Novembre

	December
	Décembre


Colors in French

	Black
	noir/noire

	Green
	vert/verte

	Orange
	orange

	Pink
	rose

	Purple
	violet/violette

	Red
	rouge

	White
	blanc/blanche

	Yellow
	jaune


Numbers in French

	one
	un

	two
	deux

	three
	trois

	four
	quatre

	five
	cinq

	six
	six

	seven
	sept

	eight
	huit

	nine
	neuf

	ten
	dix

	fifty
	cinquante

	eleven
	onze

	twelve
	douze

	thirteen
	treize

	fourteen
	quatorze

	fifteen
	quinze

	sixteen
	seize

	seventeen
	dix-sept

	eighteen
	dix-huit

	nineteen
	dix-neuf

	twenty
	vingt

	twenty-one
	vingt et un

	twenty-two
	vingt-deux

	twenty-three
	vingt-trois

	twenty-four
	vingt-quatre

	twenty-five
	vingt-cinq

	twenty-six
	vingt-six

	twenty-seven
	vingt-sept

	twenty-eight
	vingt-huit

	twenty-nine
	vingt-neuf

	thirty
	trent

	one hundred
	cent

	five hundred
	cinq cents

	one thousand
	mille


Seasons in French

	Autumn
	automne

	Winter
	hiver

	Spring
	le printemps

	Summer
	été


Continents in French

	Africa
	Afrique

	Antarctica
	Antarctique

	Asia
	Asie

	Australia
	Australie

	Europe
	Europe

	North America
	Amérique du Nord

	South America
	Amérique du Sud


Haiti Clothing and Fashion

Casual warm weather clothing is traditional in Haiti. Western Style clothing is worn in Urban areas. Tee-Shirts and shorts or pants in the rural area. School children wear uniforms. Men often wear a guayabera (loose fitting shirt). Most women still wear skirts or dresses in rural areas. 

The traditional costume for men is a hand embroidered shirt made of cotton or linen. For women it is an embroidered short sleeve blouse. A colorful skirt and a scarf wrapped around their hair.

Dating, Family and Children Haiti

Family and Children

Haitian society is matriarchal, especially where child-rearing and family life is concerned. Haitian families consist of parents and children. In rural areas, men are responsible for heavy farming work and women are responsible for performing household tasks and gathering fruits and vegetables to sell at local markets. Parents are authoritarian and the use of force as a means of discipline is common.

Among the poor, the most common relationship between men and women who live together is known as “plasaj”. In a plasaj, the man and the woman make an agreement about their finances and the sharing of work. This arrangement is not recognized as a legal marriage by the government. 

Haiti Gestures and Greetings

Greetings

Haiti has an oral culture. There is a long tradition of proverbs, jokes, riddles and storytelling. Creole is famous for proverbs that voice popular beliefs and that reflect Haiti's social divisions. In rural areas, most serious conversations include at least one proverb 

Gestures

People shake hands in greeting. In communicating with friends, direct eye contact, expressive or animated tone of voice, and expressive hand gestures are common, as is touching the other person. Personal space is often not as pronounced as among some other cultures, and interaction may be very close. Touch by caregivers is often appreciated. 

Visiting

Haitians express their love of music and dance in “bamboches”. Bamboches are social gatherings where the dancing is pou' plaisi' (for pleasure). Haitians also combine work with pleasure through the “combite”. This is a communal working party held when a family or a neighborhood has a big work project. The participants work and afterwords drink “clairin” (a type of alcohol) to the beat of drums. A dance often follows the combite and may run late into the night. 

Cultural Attributes

Haitians are friendly, generous and proud of their history and culture.

Haiti Church and Religion

The official religion of Haiti is Roman Catholicism. Most Haitians are Catholic, and many of these also believe to at least some extent in Voodoo. Voodoo beliefs include the presence of a powerful spirit world from which neglected ancestors, malicious spirits, or even the raised or living dead (zombies) may come to the living to bring misfortune or death. Types of Voodoo or related practitioners include: Readers or diviners; Shaman or Voodoo practitioner - houngan, mambo, or bokor; Herbalist or leaf doctor - doctè fèy (in Haiti, most common and commonly used folk healer); Midwife - matronn or fam saj ;Bonesetter - doctè zo; Injectionist - pikirist. Male priests are known as “hungan” and female priests as “mambo” 

While the Government officially recognized voodoo as a religion in 2003, it continued to be frowned upon by the elite, conservative Catholics, and Protestants. The Government provides no legal status for voodoo except for its recognition as a legitimate religious practice. 

The constitution provides for freedom of religion, provided that practices do not disturb law and order, and the Government generally respected this right in practice. The Government at all levels sought to protect this right in full and did not tolerate its abuse, either by governmental or private actors. 

The constitution directs the establishment of laws to regulate the recognition and operation of religious groups. The administration and monitoring of religious affairs falls under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cults. The Bureau of Religious Affairs within the ministry is responsible for registering churches, clergy, and missionaries. 

The following holy days are observed officially as national holidays: Good Friday, Corpus Christi, All Saints' Day, All Souls' Day, and Christmas. 

Recognition by the Bureau of Religious Affairs affords religious groups standing in legal disputes, protects churches' tax-exempt status, and extends civil recognition to church documents such as marriage and baptismal certificates. Requirements for registration with the bureau include information on qualifications of the group's leader, a list of members of the religious organization, and a list of social projects of the organization. Registered religious groups are required to submit an annual report of their activities to the bureau. Most Catholic and Protestant organizations were registered with the ministry. Many nondenominational Christian groups and voodoo practitioners have not sought official status; however, there were no reports of any instance in which this requirement hampered the operation of a religious group. According to the Government, many groups--Christian and voodoo--do not seek official recognition simply because they operate informally. 

Goods brought into the country for use by registered churches and missionaries are exempted from customs duties, and registered churches are not taxed. 

For many years Roman Catholicism was the official religion of the country. While this official status ended with the enactment of the 1987 constitution, neither the Government nor the Holy See has renounced the 1860 concordat, which continues to serve as the basis for relations between the Catholic Church and the state, as well as for the operation of Catholic religious orders. In many respects, Catholicism retains its traditional primacy among the country's religions. Official and quasi-official functions are held in Catholic churches and cathedrals, such as "Te Deum" Masses for Independence Day, Flag Day, and Founders Day. However, in the past several years the Government has recognized the growing role of Protestant churches. For example, Protestant and Episcopal clergy and voodoo practitioners have been invited to participate when the religious sector is asked to play an advisory role in politics. 

Many foreign missionaries are affiliated with U.S.-based denominations or individual churches. Others are associated with independent, nondenominational Christian groups. Missionary groups operate hospitals, orphanages, schools, and clinics throughout the country. 

Foreign missionaries enter on regular tourist visas and submit paperwork similar to that submitted by domestic religious groups to register with the Bureau of Religious Affairs. 

The constitution stipulates that persons cannot be required to join an organization or receive religious instruction contrary to their convictions. Therefore, in Catholic or Protestant parochial schools, the school authorities may not permit proselytization on behalf of the church with which they are affiliated.

Haiti Sport and Recreation

Soccer is the national sport of Haiti. Cockfighting is also popular.

In the Haitian streets you can watch a version of miniature football. It is played with two teams of five and a goal two feet high. Children's games include "lago" (a form of tag), "marelle" (a form of hopscotch) and "osselets" (a game 2-4 children can play that uses goats' bones as a type of dice).

